
March 8, 2021

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

The Penn Delco School District takes the health and safety of our students,
staff, and their families very seriously.  As such, in addition to our mitigation
strategies of self-screening, masking, social distancing, and disinfecting to
prevent the spread of COVID-19 on campus, the district will begin to offer
COVID-19 rapid testing to students who become symptomatic in school. This
does not eliminate the need for screening your child each morning and keeping
them home if symptomatic.  We are pleased we can provide this added layer of
mitigation and precaution for students who become symptomatic after arriving
at school. 

The program will use Abbott Laboratories BinaxNOW tests (provided free of
charge by the federal government) in order to provide a rapid test result to aid
in our combat against the virus. Tests will only be administered with your
voluntary consent, yet parents and guardians will be encouraged to consent to
have their child to take advantage of this opportunity.  

As people gradually become vaccinated, effective mitigation efforts should
continue, including masking, social distancing and disinfecting, as vaccinated
individuals can still get and transmit the virus, although they are likely to be
asymptomatic. If you are willing to provide consent for your child to participate
in the testing, please complete the attached consent form and return the form
and a copy of the QR code you create to the school nurse.
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What is the test?
If your child becomes symptomatic after arriving at school, the school nurse will
contact the parent/guardian to discuss whether to give permission to administer a
rapid test.* By completing the consent form and downloading a QR code for your
child ahead of time, it will expedite this process. 

Collecting a specimen for testing involves using a swab, similar to a Q-tip, placed in
the front area of the nostrils.  The swab is circulated around the nostril (not the nasal
passage) 5 times in each nostril.  The school nurse or school personnel who has
been trained to administer this test will oversee the process of collecting the
specimen. Test results will be made available to the person who signs the consent
form. The person signing the consent form will be contacted by the nurse or trained
personnel administering the test with the results.
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What should I do when I receive my test results?
These antigen tests are highly accurate, detecting COVID-19 in 97%-98% of
symptomatic individuals.  If the person tested receives an unexpected result
(meaning they are symptomatic but receive a negative result, or they are
asymptomatic and receive a positive result) they may be referred for another more
sensitive test, such as the Cue Health, or a molecular test, such as a PCR. Referrals
for additional testing will be communicated promptly to the person and the
parent/guardian of the student who has tested positive.  

Any student testing positive will be moved to a room away from other students and
staff until they can exit the building. If positive, the steps outlined in the PDSD Health
and Safety Plan "if a child becomes ill in school" will be followed.  If the  test results
are negative, the virus was not found in the specimen tested. If your child is a known
close contact of a person who has tested positive, they must follow quarantining
guidelines regardless of the results. Daily screening of your child prior to sending
them to school should still continue. If your child does not pass the screening test at
home, do not send them to school. Contact your physician and the school nurse
immediately.



*Disclaimer: While we realize precautions will be taken for the safety of your student, please
understand that neither the test administration or the Penn Delco School District, nor any of
its trustees, officers, employees, or organization  sponsors are liable for any accident or
injuries that may occur to your student, as a result of agreeing to the test.

Sincerely, 

Amy Bell
Supervisor of Special Education and Pupil Servicesabell@pdsd.org

Known Symptoms
People with COVID-19 have had a wide range of symptoms reported - ranging from
mild symptoms to severe illness.  Symptoms may appear 2-14 days after exposure
to the virus.  People with these symptoms may have COVID-19:
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What steps are required to participate in this program?
Students will not be tested without the attached consent form signed and a QR code
returned to the school. Students must register by scanning the QR code above or go
to https://register.pennrapidtest.org/ and follow the prompts.  This process will
generate a unique QR code for you that will be emailed to the address you provide. 
 Once you receive the code, take a screenshot and print the code out to include with
the permission slip. Keep the screen shot in case the print out is lost. You can also
email the screenshot to your child’s school nurse for their files. This QR code will be
linked to your child’s BinaxNOW test.

Feeling feverish or a temperature

Loss of taste or smell 
Cough
Difficulty breathing

 ≥ 100  degrees Fahrenheit 
Shortness of breath 
Fatigue 
Headache

https://register.pennrapidtest.org/



